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KNSAS TOorics,

Every day, l{::'“‘Il" Stroci= of Tl"lll'li:i may
be seen & talldng-bearded old man wear.
ing farmer-lii clothes and a  prou-
brimmed hat, 3ling apples out of a e
“Democrat” Ygon. The oll man js Rey.
John D, hno who, & dozen years ago
wias counted, ext to the Mulvanes, 1|-|p:|
richest man 1JXangas. e was the sup-
posed financledf the Methodist church in
lsansas and S loaded down with busi-
ness, even as tlas was loaded down with
the sky. Loc:preachers who hod man-
aged in their Inderings to save up g lrtle
stuff put it 1D the hands of Brother
Knox to inves: Members of the laity who
had, by huml'i' early and late and prie-
ticing rigid ecomy, saved up a few thau-
gand, placed Jin the hands of Brother
Iknox, and g0t their evenings nguﬂng
how much theinterest would amount to.
The money urh poured In on Brother
Knox like watsout of a hydrant when the
cap 1s tuken § he loaned even from the
banks of the rbid Missour! to the sage
brush pasturéof Colorado. He loaned
more money otown lols than they were
worth, even Ifhe boom, and tools mort-
gages on sagerush land that will not be
worth the amojt loaned beétween now and
the time whenhe angel shall stand with
one foot on U Guif of Mexieo and the
other In the Apnsas volley and proclaim
that time shallk no more. Brotlier Knox
flourished in alay that would have made
tho green bay pe ashamed of ltzelf. He
bullt just outsy the city lmits the most
expensive and nate mansion ever seen in
or about Tope. Ie also found time to
write a 500 pagdook, profusely [liustrated,
on thoe subject”The FPaths to Wealth."

This book, writh in most plous style, gave
volumincus anspecific advice as to the
way to plle uik comfortable fortune. It
waos extensivelyirculated among both the
ministers anl Iy, and becamas n gort of
Methodist finagal standard of acthority.
1t helped advene the business of Drother
Knox and mondrolled in faster than ever.
And then therdame o frost. It was dis-
covered that a ¥ge part of the people who
had borrowed iney from Brother knox
weren't payingnterest or prineipal, and
evidently nevernd intended to in the be-
ginning. The ti1y pastors and luity who
had placed thellnoney in Brother Knox's
hands wanted knd couldn't get it. IHis
available assetdamounted to only o few
cents on the dar of what he owed. To
use & Western yrase, they grew cxceed-
ingly warm une¢ their respective collars,
and accused l#t'hr.-r Knox of belng &
swindler. Theygimed that he had played
o confidence gny and robbed them under
the gauze of clich fellowship. They In-
slsted that Brotr Knox should be tried
befora an mfﬁstlml court and sum-
marily fired the church, Ile was
tried and acquisl after a long and hard
fight, but the 4 that he was acquitted.
as it were, by In of his teeth, marred
the satisfaction !the acquittal, while the
people who had gt their money still held
the same opiniothey had before the trial.
Whether he burked his brethren and sis-
ters or was simy the victlm of bad judg-
ment and over-dfidence, the fact Is that
he lost their may and hiz own as well.
John D. Knox Fﬁ llves in  his 250,000
mansion, which ) holds as a homestead.
but he ekes out deager living by peddling
apples on the stit.
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